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l After the successful launch in mid-October, the National Working Group 
of the African Parliamentary Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Taxation 
(APNIFT) attended, between the 26th and 28th of October, in Nairobi, the 
26th Continental Meeting of the movement that leads the fight against illi-
cit financial flows (IFFs) and tax injustices in Africa.

Under the banner “Africa’s leadership in the 
fight against illicit financial flows”, the two-
day event brought together parliamentar-

ians, policymakers, and other relevant actors from 
more than 40 countries, creating a unique plat-
form for dialogue and sharing of experiences to 
strengthen advocacy efforts and promoting legis-

lative reforms to curb IFFs and promote transparent 
and accountable financial systems in Africa.

Mozambique was represented at the highest level 
by a delegation led by the president of the APNIFT 
Mozambique caucus, António Niquice, president of 
the Plan and Budget Committee in the Assembly of 
the Republic. While for other countries it was just an-
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Estimates indicate that the country annually loses up to 
144.3 million US dollars in taxes alone through international 
tax abuses in the form of profit transfers to tax havens by 
multinationals and wealthy individuals who hide undeclared 
assets and income abroad, around 5 % of tax revenue collected
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other meeting of the more than two dozen that the 
Network has been promoting since its establishment 
in 2017, for Mozambique, the event was loaded with 

special symbolism due to the fact that it was the first 
in which the country participates represented by the 
recently constituted National Caucus. 

Participation in the continental meeting thus 
represented the National Group’s first formal en-
gagement with the remaining members of the 
Network. The Group was formed in mid-October, 
in Maputo, at a High-Level Workshop organized 

by the Center for Democracy and Human Rights 
(CDD), in partnership with the African Parliamen-
tary Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Taxa-
tion (APNIFFT) and the Tax Justice Network Africa 
(TJNA).

African Parliamentary Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Taxation (APNIFFT) Mozambique Caucus Launch

26th Continental Meeting of the African Parliamentary Network on Illicit Financial Flows  and Taxation (APNIFT)
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In accordance with the rules established by 
the Network for this purpose, the APNIFT Nation-
al Working Group in Mozambique was officially 
launched with the subscription of 11 members of 
the Assembly of the Republic, coming from dif-
ferent benches and committees of the legislative 
body. As a result of the members’ deliberations, it 
was determined that the Plan and Budget Commit-
tee (Second Committee) would preside over the 
Group, with the support of the Constitutional Af-
fairs, Human Rights and Legality Committee (First 
Committee), in the vice-presidency.

With the launch of the group, Mozambique 
demonstrated its commitment to the cause and 
joined an increasingly significant regional move-
ment in the fight against a global problem with 
serious economic, social and political conse-
quences, especially for the poorest populations 
living in African countries: the IFFs.1 In fact, as 
recognized by Hon. Niquice at the launch of the 
Group, these are matters that, nowadays, are of 
fundamental interest to the country, especially 
considering developments in the extractive in-
dustry.

1 OHigh-Level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows(HLP)defines IFFs as “money that is obtained, transferred or used illegally”, 
but includes tax evasion, as opposed to just evasion, as a type of IFF.

“We believe that this engagement will allow the 
exchange of experiences, good practices and com-
mon learning across the region so that the Mozam-
bican parliament is properly qualified and trained 
to mitigate the harmful effects of tax injustices and 
illicit financial flows”, he highlighted.

 This is a regional platform that will strengthen the 

capacities of parliamentarians to more effectively 
address and promote interventions that combat il-
licit financial flows, fiscal injustices and issues relat-
ed to domestic resource mobilization, promoting 
fair fiscal policies in the country. and on the conti-
nent. As explained by Dr. António Boene, vice-pres-
ident of the Network Group in Mozambique and 

António Niquice, Chairman of the Planning and Budget Committee and of the APNIFT-Mozambique Caucus 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/NGO/AU_ECA_Illicit_Financial_Flows_report_EN.pdf
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president of the Committee on Constitutional Af-
fairs, Human Rights, and Legality, the integration 
will allow for much closer relations with other par-
liamentarians, mainly from the Southern African re-

gion. “This will also allow us to gather experiences 
from other latitudes, how they deal with matters of 
this nature and how can illicit financial flows be ef-
fectively curbed”, he highlighted.

The expectations are high. For the chair 
of APNIFT, Mozambique’s accession to the 
network as the forty-seventh country to 
launch a national caucus reinforces the 
movement in the fight against IFFs and fis-
cal injustices on the continent: “We hope 
that they start approving bills, guarantee 
that the issue of Illicit Financial Flows re-
mains on the agenda in the discussions 
of the National Assembly. In the commit-
tees, especially those on budget, public 
accounts, and finance, we want to see this 
issue being addressed with a gender per-
spective. We cannot continue losing so 
much money as a continent. Mozambique 
cannot continue losing so much money.”

António Boene, President of the First Committee and Vice-chair of the APNIFT-Mozambique Caucus 

We hope that they start approving 
bills, guarantee that the issue of 
Illicit Financial Flows remains on 
the agenda in the discussions of 
the National Assembly.



6

Remember that, like other countries in the region, 
Mozambique is not exempt from the perverse prob-
lem of IFFs. On the contrary, its vast and diverse 
wealth of natural resources (minerals and gas re-
serves) makes the country a fertile ground for the de-
velopment of such practices. These flows represent 
a significant obstacle to improving the living con-
ditions of Mozambicans, diverting critical resources 
that could catalyze sustainable economic growth, 
job creation, poverty reduction, addressing climate 
change, and other challenges facing the country.

Estimates indicate that the country annually 
loses up to 144.3 million US dollars in taxes alone 
through international tax abuses in the form of 
profit transfers to tax havens by multinationals and 

wealthy individuals who hide undeclared assets 
and income abroad, around 5 % of tax revenue col-
lected. This data represents only a small fraction of 
the real magnitude of illicit flows in the country and 
highlights the urgency of more proactive efforts to 
contain resource losses resulting from the perverse 
challenge of IFFs.

This scenario undermines economic growth and 
development efforts in the country, reducing funds 
available for public services, infrastructure, and 
poverty reduction. Furthermore, it further exacer-
bates income inequalities, as the richest are often in 
a better position to engage in such activities, leav-
ing the resulting burden of reduced public resourc-
es on the most vulnerable populations. 

Khanyisile Litchfield-Tshabalala, APNIFT Chair 
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