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PRM again uses illegal force to stop a 
peaceful demonstration by vendors at 
the Mercado do Peixe
lThe Center for Demo-

cracy and Development 
(CDD) received with 
great concern the infor-
mation that the Police of 
the Republic of Mozam-
bique (PRM), through 
the Rapid Intervention 
Unit (UIR), prevented, 
illegally, the demons-
tration of the Mercado 
do Peixe vendors, whi-
ch had been called for 
Wednesday, August 17, 
starting at 06h30, whose 
route would be from the 
new Mercado do Peixe 
towards the old one.

The Police action is clearly 
illegal because the Mer-
cado do Peixe vendors 

had communicated the Mapu-
to City Municipality Council, on 
August 4, 2022, of their inten-
tion to demonstrate on the day 
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of all other citizens, are respected and protected. 
Therefore, it will do everything possible to ensu-
re that the PRM agents involved are criminally 
and disciplinary punished.

1 Número 2 do artigo 11 Lei n.o 9/91, de 18 de Julho
2 Artigo 51 da Constituição da República
3 Número 1 do artigo 16 da Lei n.o 7/2001, de 7 de Julho

and time indicated. The Municipality Council did 
not present any objection to the realization of 
the said demonstration.

Under the terms of the law1, The failure to noti-
fy the organizers within two days of the decision 
to ban the demonstration must be considered 
as a non-objection by the authorities, or else it 
constitutes a tacit approval.

However, without anything to be expected, 
the Police of the Republic of Mozambique pre-
vented, through the use of force, the Mercado 
do Peixe vendors from starting their march, ha-
ving confined them in front of the new Mercado 
do Peixe, located on Marginal Avenue.

This action constitutes a serious violation of 
the right to freedom of assembly and demons-
tration enshrined in the Constitution of the Re-
public of Mozambique (PRM)2. Furthermore, the 
police interfering in order to prevent the freely 
exercising of the right to freedom of assembly 
and demonstration constitutes a crime of quali-
fied disobedience3, according to the law.

Thus, given the public nature of the crime of 
disobedience, the CDD urges the Public Prose-
cutor to exercise the competent criminal action 
against the agents who prevented, illegally, the 
realization of the demonstration of the Mercado 
do Peixe vendors.

The CDD commits itself to do everything to en-
sure that the rights of those vendors, as well as 
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