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KaTembe trial reveals how 
money of ex-miners now living in 
misery was spent 

The trial being held at KaTembe, on the other side of Maputo Bay, continues to reveal how the money of 
thousands of Mozambican workers in the South African mines was used to feed the whims of the leaders of 
the Ministry of Labour, at the time led by Helena Taipo. 
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The revelations take place far from the 
scrutiny of the legitimate owners of 
the embezzled money, namely the 

active and retired Mozambican miners, in-
cluding widows and relatives of the decea-
sed. All because Judge Evandra Uamusse 
decided to prohibit the capture of images 

and the live broadcast of the sessions of the 
trial of Case No. 51/2019/10, relating to the 
embezzlement of 113 million meticais from 
the Migratory Labour Directorate, in the 
years 2013 and 2014.

The scandalous revelations were made by 
the defendant José Monjane, at the time 

of the facts Head of the Finance Division of 
the Migratory Labour Directorate. For exam-
ple, he con�rmed transfers of just over one 
million meticais for the purchase of baskets 
for the end of the year (2013 and 2014) in 
two supermarkets in Maputo City. Almost 
85% of the transfers for the purchase of the 

Defendant Helena Taipo, at time of the facts Minister of Labour 
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gifts were approved by the former Minister 
of Labour, Helena Taipo. 

In addition to the gifts bought with the 
money of Mozambican miners, José Monja-
ne also con�rmed the withdrawal, through 
cheques, of about 10 million meticais from 
the working capital account of the Migra-
tory Labour Directorate. The money was 
withdrawn in several tranches under the 
allegation that it was intended to advance 
deferred payments and to pay for the social 
rehabilitation of former miners and their de-
pendents. But the defendant José Monjane 
himself did not provide evidence that that 
money reached the legitimate bene�ciaries.

The indicted also con�rmed the transfer 
of 3.7 million meticais from the Migratory 
Labour Directorate to the company Don-
na Tina Artes de Decorações de Interiores, 
relating to the supply of furniture and cur-
tains to the Miner’s O�ce. The company 
that bene�ted from the 3,7 million meticais 
contract is owned by Argentina Taimo, wife 
of Pedro Taimo, who was in charge of the 
Miner’s O�ce at the time of the facts. The 
money from Mozambican miners was also 
used to buy 50 bicycles in the city of Que-
limane, without any contract for the supply 
of goods.

While the looting continued in the Mi-
gratory Labour Department, thousands of 
former workers of the South African mines 
and widows of miners fought a real battle 
to receive the retirement money to which 
they are entitled. And one of the examples 
are the former miners who live in the border 
town of Ressano Garcia, Moamba District, 
Maputo Province. They are Mozambicans 
who worked in the South African mines for 
20, 30 and 40 years, and they have discoun-

ted part of their salaries for their retirement. 
However, they are not bene�ting from this 
money.

The “Núcleo de Ex-Mineiros e Viúvas de 
Ex-Mineiros de Ressano Garcia” says that it 
was in 2008 that its members started legal 
proceedings with the Ministry of Labour to 
bene�t from the money they had discoun-
ted during the decades they had worked 
in the South African mines. On 25 August 
2021, the group had a meeting with a dele-
gation from the Ministry of Labour and So-
cial Security where various issues related to 
the payment of retirement funds were dis-
cussed. 

“The Ministry delegation denied all our 
demands and the Deputy Minister put an 
end to the meeting which lasted for three 
hours. The employment contracts we sig-
ned were supposed to bene�t each of us at 

the retirement age. But this is not the case. 
Many former miners are not receiving their 
retirement money, many widows whose 
husbands died in the mines of South Africa 
are not receiving their retirement money,” 
said a letter from the “Núcleo de Ex-Mineiros 
e Viúvas de Ex-Mineiros de Ressano Garcia”.

Since August 2018, the Miner’s Care O�ce, 
a unit that was supposed to address the con-
cerns of former South African mine workers, 
has been operating in Ressano Garcia. “We 
were invited to the opening ceremony of 
the Miner’s O�ce, but to our astonishment 
we were not given the �oor. The former mi-
nister, already saying goodbye, introduced 
us to the head of the O�ce, named Herme-
linda Tamele, as the person who would help 
us address our concerns. Unfortunately, she 
is no longer here and the O�ce is not func-
tioning regularly”.
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Julgamento na KaTembe revela 
como foi gasto dinheiro dos ex-
mineiros que hoje vivem na miséria 

No julgamento que decorre na KaTembe, do outro lado da baía de Maputo, continuam a sair revelações 
sobre como é que o dinheiro de milhares de trabalhadores moçambicanos nas minas de África do Sul foi 
usado para alimentar caprichos de dirigentes do Ministério do Trabalho, à época liderado por Helena Taipo. 
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As revelações acontecem longe do 
escrutínio dos legítimos donos do 
dinheiro desviado, nomeadamen-

te os mineiros moçambicanos no activo e 
na reforma, incluindo as viúvas e familiares 
dos falecidos. Tudo porque a juíza Evandra 
Uamusse decidiu proibir a captação de ima-

gens e a transmissão em directo das sessões 
do julgamento do Processo nº 51/2019/10, 
relativo ao desvio de 113 milhões de meti-
cais da Direcção do Trabalho Migratório, nos 
anos de 2013 e 2014.

As escandalosas revelações foram feitas 
pelo arguido José Monjane, à data dos fac-

tos Chefe da Repartição de Finanças da Di-
recção do Trabalho Migratório. Por exemplo, 
José Monjane con�rmou transferências de 
pouco mais de um milhão de meticais para a 
compra de cabazes para o �m do ano (2013 
e 2014) em dois supermercados da Cidade 
de Maputo. Quase 85% das transferências 
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