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Former Interior Minister says 
security sector was captured and 
considers himself a victim of the 
SISE management’s actions 
l He was Minister of Interior when the events under trial took place. He participated in several meetings 

where the creation of ProIndicus and the Integrated System of Monitoring and Protection of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone of Mozambique were discussed. But today he says that the financial issues were 
never addressed in the meetings of the Operational Command and the Joint Command. Therefore, he 
claims to be unaware of the contracting process for the ProIndicus financing and the supply of goods.

LXX DAY OF THE “HIDDEN DEBTS” SCANDAL TRIAL

Alberto Mondlane, former Minister of the Interior
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The retired General of Police of the Re-
public of Mozambique (PRM), Alberto 
Mondlane was Minister of Interior be-

tween 2010 and 2015, the period when the 
facts under trial occurred. As Minister, he was 
a member of the Operational Command and 
the Joint Command of the Defense and Secu-
rity Forces (FDS). The Operational Command 
was headed by the Ministry of National De-
fense and, in his absence, by the Minister of 
the Interior. 

The Joint Command of the FDS was headed 
by the President of the Republic and included 
the Ministers of National Defense, of the Inte-
rior, General Director of the State Information 
and Security Service (SISE), Chief of Staff of the 
Armed Forces for the Defense of Mozambique 
(FADM), General Commander of PRM, and 
other staff. One of the duties of the Joint Com-
mand is to report to the Head of State, in his 
capacity as Commander-in-Chief of the FDS, 
issues related to the country’s security and re-
ceive guidance from him on the matter.

According to the declarant’s explanation, 
the proposal of the creation of ProIndicus 
was first presented to the former Ministers 
of National Defense (Filipe Nyusi) and of the 
Interior (Alberto Mondlane), by the formar Di-
rector-General of SISE, Gregório Leão. “He in-
formed that there was an intention to create a 
company linked to defense and security that 
would be owned by Monte Binga (a compa-
ny linked to the Ministry of National Defense), 
Dalo Construções (a company that at the time 
was being created by the Ministry of the Inte-
rior) and by GIPS, a company linked to SISE.” 
On the same day, the idea was presented to 
the other members of the Operational Com-
mand by António Carlos do Rosário, former 
Director of Economic Intelligence at SISE. 

Later on, the proposal was presented to 
the former Commander-in-Chief of the FDS, 
Armando Guebuza, at a meeting of the Joint 
Command held at the Presidency of the Re-
public. The declarant noted that the meet-
ings where these matters were discussed 
were restricted, because, according to the 
proponent of the idea - SISE, it was neces-
sary to maintain high secrecy. “The General 
Commander of the PRM and the Chief of the 
General Staff of the FADM did not participate 
in the meetings. Many aspects related to the 
creation and funding of ProIndicus were dis-
cussed outside of the Joint Command due to 
the sensitivity of the subject.”

Confronted with a memorandum on the 
creation of ProIndicus concluded at an Oper-
ational Command meeting, the declarant ac-
knowledged the document, including his sig-
nature. Regarding the presence of the name 
of the defendant Teófilo Nhangumele in the 
memorandum, the declarant said that he was 
not aware of his presence at that meeting, es-
pecially since he did not know him.

Alberto Mondlane said that the first time 

l  Contrary to the former Minister 
of Fisheries (Victor Borges) who 
took responsibility for the finan-
cial scandal arguing that he was 
part of the Government, Alber-
to Mondlane considers himself 
a victim and indicts SISE’s ma-
nagement of withholding rele-
vant information. A victim who 
won a luxurious Toyota Lexus 
offered by the defendant An-
tónio Carlos do Rosário. When 
the scandal of the “hidden deb-
ts” exploded, Alberto Mondlane 
returned the car, claiming that 
he was not using it because he 
was in Manica as Governor of 
the province.

l   He indicts the SISE manage-
ment (Gregório Leão and Antó-
nio Carlos do Rosário) of being 
captured by the enemy, and 
says that he never imagined 
that Jean Boustani could arrive 
in Mozambique and distribu-
te money. And he says more: 
during the discussions on the 
creation of ProIndicus, at no 
time was the possibility of crea-
ting other companies linked to 
the Defense and Security For-
ces, namely EMATUM and MAM, 
addressed. “I first heard about 
these companies at a meeting 
held at the SISE premises.
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he heard about Teófilo Nhangumele was at 
the time when the press started to release 
information related to the companies and 
the debts contracted. “Mr. Nhangumele may 
have been at one of the meetings, but I don’t 
know all the defense and security officials 
who attended the meetings of the Opera-
tional Command and the Joint Command. I 

don’t, even, recall seeing him making a pre-
sentation. All the presentations I saw were 
made by Antonio Carlos do Rosario.”

The declarant assumed that the creation of 
ProIndicus was a joint action of the members 
of the Joint Command and there was an under-
standing that a company that could support 
the FDS in improving safety at sea would be 

important. “Its content was of interest to us: to 
provide timely information so that our reactive 
forces could intervene with greater insight in 
finding better solutions. But ProIndicus was not 
the only security strategy we had in the FDS. 
In the Ministry of Interior, for example, we had 
other security strategies that are not worth de-
tailing here”, argued Alberto Mondlane.

Alberto Mondlane received a luxurious Toyota Lexus 
from António Carlos do Rosário’s hands

About EMATUM and MAM, the declarant 
said that their creation was never discussed 
neither in the Operative Command nor in 
the Joint Command. “During the discussions 
on the creation of ProIndicus, at no time was 
the possibility of creating other companies 
linked to the Defense and Security Forces, 
namely EMATUM and MAM, discussed.” 

The declarant said that he first heard 
about EMATUM and MAM at a meeting held 
at the SISE premises, attended by the for-
mer Ministers of Finance (Manuel Chang), 
Fisheries (Victor Borges), Minister of Nation-
al Defense (Filipe Nyusi), and Transport and 
Communications. The meeting took place 
after the constitution of ProIndicus. “Then 
we had a meeting at the Joint Command 
where the presentation of these companies 
was made.” 

About the USD 500 million supposedly 
used for the purchase of military material for 
the FDS, the former governor made it clear 
that the Ministry of Interior did not receive 
any kind of defense and security material or 
money coming from SISE or the companies 
ProIndicus, EMATUM and MAM. 

But Alberto Mondlane received a luxury 
Toyota Lexus car from the hands of the de-
fendant António Carlos do Rosário. “He came 
to my house with a car. I asked: What is this 
car for? And he said it was to give to me. I 
kept the vehicle until the end of my mandate 
as Minister of the Interior. Then I returned the 
vehicle to the person who gave it to me. It is 
the only ProIndicus asset that I had contact 
with, and that vehicle did not enter the in-
ventory of the Ministry of the Interior”.

The financing and supply of equipment to 
ProIndicus were never discussed at the meet-
ings of the Operational Command and the 
Joint Command, as they were the responsi-

bility of SISE, the proponent of the initiative. 
“In our meetings we did not discuss these 
matters, because there was an understand-
ing that SISE, as the proponent, would take 
it up with the Ministry of Finance. As Minister 
of Interior there was no need to take part in 
those discussions.”

Alberto Mondlane said that the idea of seek-
ing funding was absolutely normal and he 
hoped that ProIndicus would do so following 
Mozambican legislation. “What I didn’t know 
is that the financing would happen the way 

it did: very fast and involving a lot of mon-
ey. This is a very serious matter. How was it 
possible, a short time after we created ProIn-
dicus, to get a loan of millions of dollars? It’s 
not normal”.

When ProIndicus was created, the declarant 
said he had no idea that the company would 
have very strong partners who could inject 
millions of dollars in such a short time. “I was 
still waiting to hear the administrators of the 
company talk about how they plan to imple-
ment their mission,” the declarant said. 
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“The security sector has been captured by the enemy and 
the people are suffering” 

As a former Minister of Interior and General 
Commander of PRM in reserve, Alberto Mond-
lane said he feels betrayed because what he is 
seeing and hearing is not what was discussed 
in the Operative Command and the Joint Com-
mand. “I speak this with great pain because I 
worked with Gregório Leão and António Car-
los do Rosário. These superior officials helped 
me a lot when I was Minister of the Interior 
and dean of the Academy of Police Sciences 
(ACIPOL). I gained a lot of sympathy and trust. 
I never imagined that Jean Boustani, as we are 
following here, could come here and be hand-
ing out money. I never imagined that what I 
am following up on in the trial they could be 
the ones doing it.”

The declarant feels that the security sector 
has not strictly fulfilled its duties which is to 
protect the state, the people and the govern-
ment. “They withheld information. In the Op-
erative Command and the Joint Command we 
don’t talk about Privinvest, Jean Boustani and 
Iskandar Safa. We never talked about increas-
ing the debts incurred by the companies. The 
enemy has captured our security and now we 
are suffering, the people are suffering. The se-
curity sector has been captured.”

Unlike former Minister of Fisheries Victor 
Borges who took responsibility for every-
thing that went wrong justifying that he was 
a member of the government, Alberto Mond-
lane said he feels like a victim. “I understand 

that the security of the State should have pro-
tected me as a member of the Government of 
Mozambique, not hiding useful information in 
the work process that we were doing togeth-
er, namely the discussions of the financing 
contract and the procurement of the means 
that were bought.”

Despite this situation which he considers pain-
ful, the former Minister of Interior noted that the 
FDS continues to carry out its role in all aspects. 
“In this process, at no time was the name of the 
General Commander of the PRM and the Chief 
of the General Staff of the FADM mentioned, 
who are the figures who are on the operation-
al front, directing forces for the defense of our 
state. The FDS are doing their role.”

Judge upholds expulsion of Renato Matusse’s lawyers 
and rejects requests by the defendant and the OAM to 
postpone the session 

A day after the President of the Mozambi-
can Bar Association (OAM) publicly indicted 
Baptista of being a “tyrant” and “authoritari-
an” in the conduct of the trial, the judge is-
sued an order in which he announced the de-

finitive removal of lawyers Salvador Nkamate 
and Jaime Sunda, the legal representatives of 
defendant Manuel Renato Matusse, former 
Political Advisor to Armando Guebuza. 

The two lawyers had been expelled from the 

courtroom last Friday allegedly for disobedi-
ence to the Court, a polemic decision which 
aroused the revolt of OAM. But the matter did 
not stop there: The judge understands that 
since the hearing is continuous the decision 
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of expelling prevails until the end of the tri-
al, so he gave five (5) days to the defendant 
Renato Matusse to constitute a new judicial 
representative.

At thursday’s session, Renato Matusse had 
not yet constituted a new lawyer, so the 
judge made a point of appointing lawyer 
Abdul Gani as his officious defender. But the 
defendant reacted by saying that he was 
not comfortable with the situation, justify-
ing that the hearing of the declarant Alberto 
Mondlane, former Minister of Interior, was 
important for his defense. In other words, 
Renato Matusse was requesting the Court to 
postpone the hearing of the former ruler un-
til he freely constituted a new lawyer within 
the established deadline.

Invited to comment on the matter, the Pub-
lic Prosecutor’s Office said it could not see the 
relevance of the statement of Alberto Mond-
lane for the defense of the defendant Manuel 
Renato Matusse. Ana Sheila Marrengula ar-
gued that a reading of the case file allows the 
conclusion that there is no connection be-
tween the statements of Alberto Mondlane 
and the facts that are allegedly held against 
Manuel Renato Matusse. 

He also claimed that if there is no connec-
tion whatsoever, he does not understand the 
defendant’s claim of requesting the post-
ponement of the session until he constitutes 
a lawyer. Nevertheless, the Public Prosecu-
tor representative noted that if, during the 
course of the testimony, there is a connec-
tion between the statements of the declar-
ant Renato Matusse and the facts alleged 
against the defendant, she may reassess her 
position. 

Meanwhile, the assistant in the case, the Bar 
Association of Mozambique (OAM), argued 
that the defendant Renato Matusse’s con-

Renato Matusse

Judge again failed another OAM request Lawyers representing OAM in the trial

cern coincides with its own. Speaking on be-
half of the defendant, the former President of 
the OAM began by saying that it is common 
knowledge that the defendant has been de-
prived of his lawyers, and that it is also pub-
lic knowledge that his former lawyers should 
not attend the hearing. 

Gilberto Correia recalled that it was in re-
spect for the principle of free choice of lawyer 
that the Court granted a five-day deadline for 
Renato Matusse to constitute a new lawyer. 
“After 24 hours or less, the Court arrogates to 
itself the right to choose an officious defend-
er for the defendant, before the five-day peri-
od has expired. Our understanding is that the 
Court should wait five days for the defendant 
to appoint new lawyer.”

For OAM, the arguments of the Public Pros-
ecution related to the connection between 
the statements of the declarant Alberto 
Mondlane and the facts that are imputed to 
the defendant Renato Matusse cannot be ac-
cepted because the Court is not in a position 
to assess what is and what is not good for the 
defense of the defendant. “The Court and the 
Prosecution arrogate to themselves the right 
to know the best connections between the 
declarant and the defendant. The Court and 
the Prosecution are not the best procedural 
actors to choose what is good or not good for 
the defense of the defendant. It is up to the 
lawyers to exercise the defense of the defen-
dants.” 

OAM requested that the hearing be sus-
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pended while the five-day period for the de-
fendant Renato Matusse to freely choose his 
lawyer elapses: “The session should not even 
have begun and if it continues the Court will 
be violating the principle of freedom of choice 
of lawyer provided for in the Constitution of 
the Republic. Constitutional rules, such as the 
right to an effective defense, should prevail 
over any questions of convenience that may 
be raised. The right of defense is constitution-
al and the defendant cannot be harmed due 
to the subjectively bad behavior of his legal 
representatives,” concluded attorney Gilberto 
Correia.

Before deciding on OAM’s request, the 
judge gave the floor to the Public Prose-
cution, saying that the fact that the Court 
had given the defendant five days to con-
stitute a new lawyer did not prevent the 
session from continuing. And more: Ana 
Sheila Marrengula insisted that she sees no 
harm to the defense of the defendant due 
to the inexistence of connection between 
the facts alleged against him and the state-
ments of the declarant Alberto Mondlane. 
“Several times, the defendant’s represen-
tatives were not present and Renato Ma-
tusse was represented by a lawyer/official 

defender appointed by the Court. There 
being no connection, I see no harm to the 
defense.”

As expected, Judge Efigénio Baptista re-
jected OAM’s request to suspend the hearing 
to allow the defendant Renato Matusse to 
freely choose a new lawyer within five days. 
As grounds, the judge reproduced the argu-
ments that had been advanced by the Public 
Prosecutor’s Representative. The judge also 
dismissed the request that had been made 
by the defendant himself (postponement of 
the session), using the same grounds as the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office.  
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