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The government is committed to ensuring
that extractive industry activities are
conducted in a responsible manner,
respecting the rights of communities

The Ministry of Justice, Constitutional and Religious Affairs guarantees that the Gover-
nment is committed to ensuring that extractive industry activities in Mozambique are
conducted responsibly, respecting the rights of communities and workers. And the ac-
cession of the Republic of Mozambique to the Voluntary Principles Initiative is a signifi-
cant step towards achieving this objective, according to Firminio Mujovo, representing
the Ministry of Justice, Constitutional and Religious Affairs (MJACR), at the national au-
thorities training workshop on the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights.
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Sébastian Caldana, from DCAF

was organized by the Center for Demo-

cracy and Development (CDD), in part-
nership with the Geneva Security Sector Gover-
nance Center (DCAF), with the support of the
consultant who will accompany Mozambique in
the process of joining the Voluntary Principles
Initiative. The purpose of the event was to pro-
vide representatives of relevant public institu-
tions with in-depth knowledge of the Voluntary
Principles, with a particular focus on the national
and international instruments that support this
initiative. The workshop is part of Mozambique’s
accession process to the Voluntary Principles Ini-
tiative, whose report will be presented in May by
the Ministry of Justice, Constitutional and Reli-
gious Affairs, during the plenary session of the
Voluntary Principles Initiative, in London, the ca-
pital of the United Kingdom.

The Voluntary Principles Initiative aims to en-
sure that extractive companies respect human
rights and fundamental freedoms, operate in
a safe environment and engage meaningfully
with local communities. Mozambique’s partici-
pation in this initiative can help promote a more
responsible extractive industry, where the rights

The workshop took place on March 28 and
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of communities and workers are respected and
protected.

Sebastian Caldana, a DCAF consultant, led the
training on the Voluntary Principles during the
first part of the workshop, where he explained
the principles and tools for implementation
and the Voluntary Principles Initiative. Caldana
emphasized the importance of partnerships to
achieve the initiative’s objectives. “It is essential
to strengthen partnerships between the Gover-
nment, civil society, extractive companies and
communities to ensure the responsible mana-
gement of natural resources”. The second part
of the workshop was dedicated to group work,
where representatives of the Ministry of Justice,
Constitutional and Religious Affairs shared their
perspectives on the Voluntary Principles.

Engagement with the Ministry of Justice,
Constitutional and Religious Affairs helped
identify key areas for action, such as developing
an inventory of government policies related to
the Voluntary Principles and identifying current
business, security and human rights challen-
ges in Mozambique. Additionally, engagement
with the Ministry of Justice also highlighted the
importance of effective communication and



engagement between security forces, busines-
ses and local communities. This is essential to
build trust and ensure that the principles are
effectively implemented at natural resource ex-
traction sites.

The workshop was an important step for Mo-
zambique toward responsible extractive practi-
ces and the protection of human rights. Through

its participation in the Voluntary Principles Initia-
tive, Mozambique can strengthen partnerships
with stakeholders, promote a safe environment
and develop policies that prioritize the rights of
communities and workers. The participation of
the Ministry of Justice, Constitutional and Reli-
gious Affairs highlights the Government’s com-
mitment to these objectives.
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