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The elites of the Government and 
the Judiciary who took the space 
of the former Maputo Fish Market
lFormer governors, counselor judges, plus a former PGR, occupied the space that once operated 

the Maputo Fish Market.  The space is claimed by former sellers who, for more than 35 years, 
occupied it in good faith and developed their seafood activities.  What these poor sellers don’t 
know is that the space is in the hands of influential figures in the corridors of justice, so any 
legal battle is doomed to failure. 
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In the place where the Maputo Fish Mar-
ket operated for decades, in an informal 
way, a real estate project is being born, 

whose works started in May 2022 and end 
in May 2024. The residential and commercial 
building, which is a few meters of Margin-
al de Maputo, is owned by Cooperativa Vila 
Praia, Lda, a limited company incorporated 
in May 2020, with a share capital of 500,000 
Meticais.

Cooperativa Vila Praia, Lda has 10 members, 
each with a stake equivalent to 50,000 Metic-
ais.  On one hand, it is not new that the space 
disputed by the former vendors had been 
allocated to the Frelimo elite, on the other 
hand it’s surprising to see the presence of 
former members of the Government, adviser 
judges (in active and retired), former Attor-
ney General of the Republic and academics 
in the shareholder structure of Cooperativa 
Vila Praia, Lda.

 The certificate issued by the Registry of 
Legal Entities contains the names of Alber-
to Vaquina, former Prime Minister;  Augusto 
Paulino, former Attorney General of the Re-
public;  Ernesto Gove, former Governor of 

lThe elite that is developing a real estate project (building for housing and commerce) have the pro-
tection of the Municipality of Maputo, which on several occasions came to the public to defend that 
there is no room for compensation for former sellers.  The Police, for their part, have done their ut-
most to prevent peaceful demonstrations by former vendors claiming acquired rights over the space.

the Bank of Mozambique;  Jorge Ferrão, for-
mer Minister of Education and current Rec-
tor of the Pedagogical University of Maputo;  
Machatine Munguambe, former President of 
the Administrative Court;  and Ozias Pondja, 
former President of the Supreme Court and 
current Counselor Judge of the Constitution-
al Council..  

As can be seen, Cooperativa Vila Praia 
summarizes the promiscuity of holders of 
sovereign bodies in business.  Four hold-
ers and former holders of sovereign bodies 
(Alberto Vaquina, Jorge Ferrão, Machatine 
Munguambe and Ozias Pondja) are brought 
together in a single company.  It is these 
figures, including Augusto Paulino (former 
PGR), who make Cooperativa Vila Praia, Lda 
into an “armored” company against any law-
suit or legal dispute.

 Therefore, it is easy to conclude how the 
struggle of the sellers of the old Fish Market 
will end, who today demand compensation 
for their withdrawal to the new Fish Market.  
These are men and women who for over 35 
years have occupied a space for the informal 
sale of seafood.  The previous arket “A Luta 
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Continua” became a reference in the capi-
tal and later became known by the name of 
Mercado de Peixe.  In order to create better 
conditions for the treatment, conservation 
and sale of seafood, the Municipality of Ma-
puto built a new Fish Market, on Marginal Av-
enue, with funding from the Government of 
Japan.

In 2016, all sellers from the old market were 
transferred to the new Fish Market, where 
they carry out their activities under better 
conditions.  However, the sellers demand 
compensation for the “expropriation” of the 
space where the former Fish Market used to 
be.  The space was assigned to an elite that 
includes magistrates and governors, but the 
sellers consider themselves legitimate own-
ers.

 In fact, one of the ways of acquiring the 
Right of Use and Benefit of Land (DUAT) is 
the occupation by national individuals who, 
in good faith, have been using the land for 
at least 10 years.  The former sellers occupied 
the space in good faith and carried out their 
activities there uninterruptedly for over 35 
years.  Their transfer to a new market should 
not imply, in their view, the loss of acquired 
rights over the space where they worked.

Meanwhile, the Municipal Council of Ma-
puto, Eneas Comiche, argues that there is no 
need to pay any compensation to the ven-
dors.  Using the Posture on Markets and Fairs, 
Comiche made it clear that the occupation of 
sales outlets in the markets has a precarious 
nature, with the improvements made to the 
Municipality.  “For reasons of force majeure, 
or the need to carry out works, the Municipal 
Council may suspend the authorizations or 
adjudications made, without the right to any 
compensation from the sellers”.1

Contrary to the sellers who claim owner-
ship of the space, the mayor of the capital 
said, in a session of the Municipal Assembly 
of Maputo, that the space belongs to the Mu-
nicipality and that it is up to them to deter-
mine the destination.  “During the process of 
integration into the current Fish Market, all 
vendors signed the respective term of deliv-
ery of the kiosks.  Regarding the destination 
of the space where the Luta Continua mar-
ket once operated, we understand that it be-
longs to the Municipal Council and it was up 
to this institution to determine the destina-
tion to be given, either for public use or for a 
public-private partnership”.2

And the determined destination was to 
allocate the space to Cooperativa Vila Praia, 
Lda, which is developing the real estate proj-

1  https://evidencias.co.mz/2022/08/24/comiche-reitera-que-transferencia-de-
vendedores-para-o-novo-mercado-de-peixe-nao-envolvia-o-pagamento-
das-compensacoes%EF%BF%BC/

2 https://evidencias.co.mz/2022/08/24/comiche-reitera-que-transferencia-de-
vendedores-para-o-novo-mercado-de-peixe-nao-envolvia-o-pagamento-
das-compensacoes%EF%BF%BC/
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ect called “AURA”, which consists of a mixed 
building for housing and commerce.  In ad-
dition to excluding the payment of compen-
sation, the Municipality of Maputo and the 
Police of the Republic of Mozambique (PRM) 
have been making the protesting sellers’ 
right to demonstrate unfeasible.

 For example, on August 17, 2022, the PRM, 
through the Rapid Intervention Unit (UIR), 
illegally prevented a demonstration by the 
fish market vendors.  The group had com-
municated to the Maputo Municipal Council, 
on August 4, 2022, of its intention to take to 
the streets to demonstrate against what they 
consider to be an injustice.  The Municipal 
Council did not present any objection to the 
holding of the aforementioned demonstra-
tion.

 Under the law, failure to notify the promot-
ers within two days of the decision to ban the 
demonstration must be considered as the ab-
sence of any objection on the part of the au-
thorities.  In other words, silence constitutes 
a true tacit acceptance.  However, on the ap-
pointed day and time, a contingent of the UIR 
appeared to prevent the march from taking 
place, an action that constitutes a serious vio-
lation of the right to freedom of assembly and 
demonstration enshrined in the Constitution 
of the Republic of Mozambique (CRM).
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